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SUBJECT: ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVE ON MARINE OIL POLLUTION 

REF: A. STATE 079637 
B. TOKYO 4279 

1 . RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEALING WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS ON MARINE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OIL POLLUTION POLICY IS DIVIDED AMONG SEVERAL OFFICES IN TWO 
GOJ MINISTRIES. 

2. SPECIALIZED AGENCY DIVISION, UN BUREAU, MOFA WHICH IS ACTION 
OFFICE COORDINATING RESPONSE HAS NOW TOLD US THAT: 

A. GOJ FULLY SUPPORTS USG IDEA THAT THE PROBLEM OF MARINE OIL 
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POLLUTION SHOULD BE APPROACHED Mill TIT. A TF.R A ELY ON A GLOBAL LEVEL. 

B. GOJ DELEGATION IS EAGER TO HEAR FULL EXPLANATION AND RATIONALE 
FOR STEPS U.S. PROPOSES TO TAKE AT APRIL 18-22 MEETING OF 
MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE (MSC). 

C. GOJ IS NOT SURE WHETHER CALLING A SPECIAL MARITIME SAFETY 
COMMITTEE-MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE IS NECESSARY AND RESERVES ITS OPINION 
PENDING THE OUTCOME OF THE APRIL 18-22 SESSION. 

SHOESMITH 
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